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Considerations of Ethos 

Both joy and sorrow are appropriate (necessary?) Christian postures at the Burial Office. 

Joy 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the 
resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. 
This liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy. (BCP p. 507) 

Sorrow 

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian .... Jesus himself wept 

at the grave of his friend. So ... we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 
(BCP p. 507) 

In selecting music, consider texts and tunes that reflect both joy and sorrow. 

The Public Nature of Liturgy 

The Burial Office is a public liturgy-an expression of the Church's deep faith in the 
love of God from which nothing can separate us-rather than an exhibit of an 
individual's personal piety. 

Implications: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Music for the congregation should be singable 

In most cases, music for the congregation should be familiar 

o Consider ecumenically known hymns and service music

Reflect deeply on the theology of texts 

o Often we have been minimally reflective about our most dearly loved
hymns and may be horrified when we realize what theology they actually
assert!

Our favorite music may be beautiful and deeply meaningful to us and yet not be 
appropriate in the Burial Office 
The Episcopal Church has approved music resources 

o The musician is bound to these parameters and needs permission to draw
on other resources

In selecting music, consider texts and tunes that will allow strong communal 
participation in celebration and lament. 
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