
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
4 October 2026 | 10:00 am 

The Holy Eucharist with Blessing of the Animals 

Empowering people of  peace to reconcile, liberate, heal, and serve the world. 
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A Welcome from the Dean 
 

Grace and peace be with you! On behalf of the Christ Church 
Cathedral family, I want to welcome you this morning into the warm 
embrace of this beloved community. We are so glad that you have 
chosen to spend time in worship and fellowship with us today. Jesus 
said, “when two or three are gathered together in my name, I am 
there among them.” Indeed, it is my hope that through our prayers, 
music, preaching, and fellowship at God’s table, you will feel the 
presence of Christ’s love incarnate in this place.  
 

Our vision is to empower people of peace to reconcile, liberate, heal, 
and serve the world by living out the way of Christ’s love. In covenant with God and each 
other, we share a mission to be Christ’s loving, healing, liberating, and reconciling presence 
in our city and in our diocese. It is the custom of the Cathedral that during the Holy 
Eucharist, all are welcome at God’s table to receive the bread and wine, or, if you prefer, a 
blessing. You are also free to stay seated in quiet contemplation. Just know that no matter 
who you are or where you’re from, you are welcome at Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati.  
 

If you would like to learn more about the Cathedral and ways to connect and get involved, 
please fill out one of our visitor cards (or use the QR code) in the pews; one of our ushers 
will be happy to receive it and one of our clergy members will reach out in the coming week. 
And if you are able, please join us for coffee and refreshments after the service in the Swan 
Area (just outside of the library). If you are joining us on the third Sunday of the month, 
please join us for a tasty brunch in the Undercroft! Again, I welcome you and give God 
thanks for your presence with us today!  
 

Your Brother in Christ,  
Dean Owen Thompson+ 
 
 
Children are welcome in worship! Many take delight in the sights, smells, and sounds of the liturgy. 
Families are welcome to sit anywhere in the nave. The Pray and Play Pew is an area designed 
specifically for little ones who need more room to move around. It includes items to help them 
worship their way—with wonder and wiggles. 
 

Another option for children and families is our Children’s Room. There you will find caring staff 
and a safe space for open play during the worship service. Children are welcome to stay in the 
Children’s Room for the entire service, or can be picked up for communion. 
 

Whether your children feel most comfortable in the Children’s Room or prefer to stay in the service, 
we’re so glad they’re here! We would love the opportunity to get to know you and your family. If you’d 
like to get connected or have any questions, feel free to email John Snavely at jsnavely@cccath.org 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
VOLUNTARY 

 

Suite No. 1 for Organ  Florence Price (1887–1953) 
II. Fughetta 
III. Air 

 
The People stand as the procession enters the cathedral. 

 

HYMN AT THE ENTRANCE  
 

Christ is made the sure foundation The Hymnal 1982: No. 518
  

OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE SONG OF PRAISE  Gloria in excelsis Deo

 

A 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your 

mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 
things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
The People sit. 
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THE FIRST LESSON 
 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

ET me sing for my beloved 
my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 
 on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
 and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 
 but it yielded wild grapes. 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
 and people of Judah, 
judge between me 
 and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard 
 that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 
 why did it yield wild grapes? 
And now I will tell you 
 what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
 and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
 and it shall be trampled down. 
I will make it a waste; 
 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
 and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
I will also command the clouds 
 that they rain no rain upon it. 
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
 is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
 are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice, 
 but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, 
 but heard a cry! Isaiah 5:1-7 (NRSV) 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

L 
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THE GRADUAL 
 

Sung by the choir. 
 

ESTORE us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
 you cast out the nations and planted it. 
You prepared the ground for it; * 
 it took root and filled the land. 
The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
 and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
 and its branches to the River. 
Why have you broken down its wall, * 
 so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
 and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;  
behold and tend this vine; * 
 preserve what your right hand has planted. Psalm 80:7-14 

Chant: Robert Cooke (1768-1814) 

THE SECOND LESSON 
 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.   
 

F anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this 
or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing 
I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:4b-14 (NRSV)  
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The People stand. 
 

R 
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HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE  
 

Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve   The Hymnal 1982: No. 546 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

ESUS said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 

tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to 
the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated 
them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him 
and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you 
never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the 
fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared 
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  Matthew 21:33-46 (NRSV) 
 
The Gospel of our Savior. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON   

 
The People stand. 
  

J 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

E BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 

The Deacon or Celebrant bids the Prayers saying  

ECONCILED by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. 

  

W 
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The Intercessor offers prayers for the Church, the Nation, the welfare of the world, the community, those who 

suffer, and the departed. 
 

After each intercession 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. The People respond 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence may be kept.  
 

OD of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen 
 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
  

G 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Celebrant says an Offertory sentence. 
 

ANTHEM AT THE OFFERTORY 
 

O for a Closer Walk with God  
O for a closer walk with God,  
a calm and heavenly frame;  
a light to shine upon the road  
that leads me to the Lamb.  
  
Return, O holy Dove, return,  
sweet messenger of rest;  
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,  
and drove thee from my breast.  

 The dearest idol I have known,  
whate’er that idol be,  
help me to tear it from thy throne,  
and worship only thee.  
  
So shall my walk be close with God,  
calm and serene my frame;  
so purer light shall mark the road  
that leads me to the Lamb.  

Text: William Cowper (1731-1800)  
Music: Grayston Ives (b. 1948)  

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION 
 

We give you but your own

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

OD be with you.  
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

G 
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It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy. 
 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you 
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and 
with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

 
 
The Officiant continues, recalling God humbling God’s self unto death, the last supper, and Jesus binding his 
presence to that of the bread and wine.  
 
...Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your 
daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise 
your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

Blessed      is      the       one 
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

UR Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

 
 

The Celebrant says an Invitation to Communion. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
 

O 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 
 

During the distribution of Communion, you 

are invited to bring your animal for a 

blessing in the North or South corridor in 

honor of St. Francis, whose feast day is 

October 4. Exit the nave through either of 

the doors closest to the communion rails. 

After your animal has received a blessing, 

you may return to your pew via the 

Sycamore Street narthex. 
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  
 

Bread of Heaven   

Bread of heaven, on thee we feed:  
for thy Flesh is meat indeed:  
ever may our souls be fed  
with this true and living Bread;  
day by day with strength supplied  
through the life of Him who died.  

 Vine of heaven, thy Blood supplies  
this blest cup of sacrifice;  
Lord, thy wounds our healing give,  
to thy cross we look and live:  
Jesu, may we ever be  
grafted, rooted, built in thee.  

  Text: Josiah Conder (1789-1855)  
Music: David Ashley White (b. 1944)  

Jesus in the morning  
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Following Communion, the People stand. 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

OD of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us  

with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. The People respond  
Amen. 

 
HYMN AT THE CLOSING 
  

Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth  The Hymnal 1982: No. 598 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, says a dismissal. The People respond  

Thanks be to God.  
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Suite No. 1 for Organ  Florence Price 
IV. Toccato   

       
 

Please join us at one of our upcoming services: 
Today, Sunday, 10/4, Evensong, 5:00 pm (pre-service organ recital at 4:30.) 

Saturday, 10/10: Holy Eucharist, 5:00 pm (Centennial Chapel) 
Sunday, 10/11: Holy Eucharist Rite I, 8:00am  

Holy Eucharist celebrating Indigenous People’s Day, 10:00am and 12:00pm 
  

G 
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You are invited to kick off the Cathedral’s Evensong season 
with us this evening at 5:00. Begin your month with this 
intentional time of rest, reflection, and renewal, grounding 
yourself in beautiful music and ancient texts of prayer and 
praise. All are welcome, and child care will be available during 
the service.  
 

Can’t join us this time around? Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
November 1st at 5:00 pm, when the choir will lead us in 
worship with the Duruflé Requiem during the Cathedral 
community’s annual Commemoration of All Faithful Departed. 

 
 
 
During Music Live at Lunch this week, Wild Carrot 
will lead audiences on a joyful journey through 
traditional American music including their own 
original compositions, folk music, traditional songs, 
swing and blues. Pam Temple and Spencer Funk 
entertain audiences with an award-winning show 
featuring guitar, mandolin, dulcimer, concertina, and 
vocals.  

 

Join us for this free concert 
Tuesday, October 6th at 12:10 in Centennial Chapel. Bring your own 
lunch or purchase one when you get here! 
 
Throughout the month of October, all donations collected at Music Live 
performances will benefit Found House Interfaith Housing Network. 
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MINISTERS 
 

The Reverend Canon Liesebet Gravley, Celebrant 
The Reverend Canon Joanna DeHaan Unangst, 

Preacher 
The Very Reverend Owen Thompson,  

Deacon & Healing Minister 
The Reverend Canon Brian Blayer,  

Healing Minister  
 

Dianne Butler, Lay Eucharistic Minister 
Pat Haug, Lay Eucharistic Minister 

Susan Pace, Lay Eucharistic Minister  
Mary Lynn Woebkenberg, Lay Eucharistic Minister 

 
Matthew Smith, Reader 
Dawn Bruestle, Reader 

 
Berta Lerch, Intercessor 

 
Luke Pace-Scrivener, Verger 

 
Jerry Stein, Acolyte Master 

Joe Gray, Acolyte 
Dianne Butler, Acolyte 

Mary Lynn Woebkenberg, Acolyte 
 
 

Paula Rose, Head Usher 
Quinton Jefferson, Usher 

David Kalfas, Usher 
Thomas Schuck, Usher 

Tucker Stone, Usher 
Shirley Wang, Usher 
Olden Warren, Usher 

 
Drew Abbott, Welcome Ministry 

Brady Swearingen, Welcome Ministry 
 

Aanshi Patel, Altar Guild 
Cindy Cecil, Altar Guild 

 
Brooke Reidy, Flower Guild 
Steve Davis, Flower Guild 

Gabrielle Low, Flower Guild 
Matthew Tamke, Flower Guild 

 
The Christ Church Cathedral Choir 

Stephan Casurella,  
Canon Precentor & Director of Music 

Abraham Wallace, Associate Director of Music 
Matthew Johnson, Organ Scholar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Christ Church Cathedral 

318 East Fourth Street • Cincinnati, OH 45202 

(513) 621-1817 • cincinnaticathedral.com 
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